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Registration for COA's 2020 Annual Meeting/QME and ¥ @
CBones Annual Meeting is Now Open. Join us at the
Terranea Resort for another great meeting.
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Prior authorization chaos is the new normal for spine surgery Y @

KZA
In 2017, the American Medical Association surveyed physicians across all specialties about the amount of

time spent by them and their staff on patient prior authorizations. The response was striking. Eighty-six
percent of offices reported that their prior authorization activities had increased significantly over the last five
years, and the average office was spending two full workdays to receive a prior authorization. READ MORE
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Patient payment plans and payment options: What works, what does + % [0

not
Healio
As deductibles and co-insurances remain high, patients continue to shoulder more of their medical bills than

ever. When it comes to paying for surgery, physical therapy and injections, many patients can’t afford to pay
their portion of an orthopedic surgery bill all at once. READ MORE

DWC has updated the OMFS for Physician and Non-Physician i Ain
Services
COA

Effective January 1, 2020, the Division of Workers’ Compensation (DWC) has updated the Official Medical
Fee Schedule (OMFS) for Physician and Non-Physician Services to:

¢ Increase reimbursement amounts based on the Medical Economic Index (MEI)
e Adopt the CMS Medicare Relative Value Units (RVUSs) for 2020
e Adopt the CMS Medicare billing rules for 2020

Unlike CMS, the DWC does not calculate the reimbursement amount for each CPT code based on your
geographic location. COA provides this service.

To order an Excel spreadsheet of the updated Official Medical Fee schedule and the updated coding rules,
click here.

Complimentary for COA Members
$250 for Non-Members.

To pay your 2020 COA dues, so that your membership is current and you can receive complimentary access
to the Fee Schedule, click here.

Anonymity Is Over i Alin
The Stone Clinic

All things digital are public. There is no encryption program that cannot be broken, no password that cannot
be deciphered, and no medical record that is not shared. These facts affect your health and will impact some
of the decisions you will make to survive. READ MORE
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