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OIG did a study of Part D drug prices. The study (here) found that “Total reimbursement for all brand name drugs in Part D increased 77 
percent from 2011 to 2015, despite a 17 percent decrease in the number of prescriptions for these drugs . . . Part D unit costs for brand 
name drugs rose nearly 6 times faster than inflation from 2011 to 2015. The percentage of beneficiaries responsible for out of pocket 

costs of at least $2,000 per year for brand name drugs nearly doubled across the 5-year span.”    
 

 
 

  

 

  
After a concerted effort, the bipartisan bill to reform the way care is delivered to Veterans has been signed into law. While there are a 
number of significant reforms, perhaps none are so critical as those related to the ability of Covered Veterans to receive their care 
outside of the current VA system, and from private health care providers. Through the establishment of the Veterans Community Care 
Program, a system will be created which will allow qualifying services to be provided to Veterans who, under the provisions of the VA 

Mission Act of 2018 are not able to receive timely and appropriate care to which the Veteran is entitled.    

  

 

  
As an orthopedic surgeon and officer with Army Medical Corps, you’ll have the opportunity to learn the most advanced procedures and 
techniques in practice today. From groundbreaking bionic prosthetics to regenerative bone and tissue research, the U.S. Army Medical 

Department is pioneering work that is changing the practice — and improving the success rate — of orthopedic surgery.    
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