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 Ortho News This Week 

 
   

Anthem clarifies recent E&M services billed with modifier 25 policy  

 

CMA 
The California Medical Association recently met with Anthem Blue Cross to express concerns over its recently announced policy aimed at 
addressing inappropriate use of modifier -25. Modifier 25 allows separate payment for a significant, separately identifiable E&M service 
provided on the same day as a minor procedure or other reported health care service. Per the new policy, Anthem will deny an E&M 
service with a modifier 25 billed on the day of a related procedure when there is a recent service or procedure for the same or similar 

diagnosis on record for the same provider (or a provider with the same specialty within the same group TIN).  READ MORE 
 
   

 
   

Medical Board of California: Winter 2019 Newsletter  

 

MBC 
The mission of the Medical Board of California is to protect health care consumers through the proper licensing and regulation of physicians 
and surgeons and certain allied health care professionals and through the vigorous, objective enforcement of the Medical Practice Act, and 

to promote access to quality medical care through the Board's licensing and regulatory functions.  READ MORE 
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• Dragon Medical One Cloud-Based Speech Recognition  
• Dragon Medical Practice Edition 4 (Desktop)  
• Philips Workflow, Speech Recognition & Transcription Solution  
• Nuance Clinic 360 Transcription  
• Medical Evaluation Form  

  

 

 
   

Surgical GPS that guides surgeons through the body recalled after it gave the wrong 
directions  leading to patient deaths  

 

Daily Mail 
A company called Brainlab has issued a recall of its spine surgery navigation technology after errors proved fatal for some patients, the 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced Monday. The system is intended to help surgeons navigate delicate spine procedures to 
correct deformities, remove tumors or screws to stabilize or repair the backbone. But according to the recall notice, the system has 

displayed incorrect visual information during high-risk operations.  READ MORE 
   

 
   

5 more medical schools join innovative medical education consortium  

 

AMA 
The group responsible for creating the medical schools of the future is multiplying its membership. The AMA Accelerating Change in 
Medical Education Consortium, a partnership between the AMA and medical schools, has added five new members to the fold, bringing the 
group’s total membership to 37. The five schools joining the innovative collective are: Stanford University School of Medicine, University of 
California, Irvine, School of Medicine (UC Irvine), University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine (Pitt), Keck School of Medicine of the 

University of Southern California (USC), and Virginia Commonwealth University School of Medicine (VCU).  READ MORE 
   
. 

 PRODUCT SHOWCASE 

 

  

When to Be a Nice Doctor - and When to Stop  
  
In his most recent medical malpractice case study
Counsel Gordon Ownby analyzes a lawsuit against an internist who was 
alleged to have improperly prescribed Durezol to his patient. Every 
month Mr. Ownby provides commentary on a real-life litigated case for 
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 Orthopaedic Office Space for Lease 
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Office Space Available for sublease/part-time/full-time 
 

• State-of-the-art digital imaging technology, including X-ray and 
ultrasound 

• Fully digitalized office 
• Perfect for all specialties 
• Four Exam Rooms, Physician’s Office, Nursing Station, Reception Desk 
• A family-like office atmosphere and extremely experienced, multilingual 

staff  
• High end office with high-quality furnishings 
• Practice located in a Class A building, in a very convenient and 

accessible location, close to surgery centers, Olympia and Cedars 
hospital 

Contact: Office Manager Nikki Pontrelli 323-556-5450 
   
. 

 SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

Share Orthopaedic Office  Toluca Lake/North Hollywood 
 

Part-time shared orthopedic/medical office for lease. Common lobby, reception and administrative area. 
Currently 4 to 6 treatment rooms and 1 private office with x-ray facility plus a cast room. 
 
All rooms have upper/lower cabinets. Private office has window. Available days are Monday, Wednesday, Friday and also Saturday. 
Free-standing office building with ample parking in Toluca Lake/North Hollywood on Riverside Drive. 
For immediate showing and more information please contact Marina Mazanians at 818-209-6528 or overload805@yahoo.com. 
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BandGrip - Wound Closure 2.0  

BandGrip Micro-Anchor Skin Closure is a revolutionary 
new wound-c
orthopedic surgeons take care of their patients and it 

-

 

  

 
   

Rare Head-To-Head Comparison of Two Bone 
Grafts  

Two bone graft extenders differing in chemical 
composition were implanted contralaterally in 27 
consecutive patients undergoing instrumented 
posterolateral lumbar fusion. It was hypothesized that 
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invasive, keeping incisions sealed while promoting 
healing. See a difference. Make a difference. Learn More  

  

 

differences in biomaterial composition may reveal 
differences in the rate at which new bone was formed. 
Learn more 
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