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Attend COA’s 2018 Annual Meeting to hear a comparative analysis of EHR systems – Hear
What COA Members Have to Say
While recent legislation impacting the Emergency Medical Services (EMS)/ambulance industry drew
attention inside the industry for its reduction in Health and Human Services’ (HHS) spend on nonemergent dialysis transports and the five-year extension of the Medicare add-ons for the EMS
industry, the legislation created a new forward-looking reporting obligation.

COA joins the CMA in expressing concern to regulators
Both of California’s health insurance regulators said they will investigate how Aetna Inc. makes coverage
decisions, as the lawsuit of a California man who is suing the nation’s third-largest insurer for improper denial
of care heads for opening arguments.

After facing pushback from healthcare providers and lawmakers, Anthem has tweaked its controversial
emergency room program that doesn't pay for patient ER visits if conditions are later determined not to have
been emergencies. Indianapolis-based Anthem said it has made several exceptions to the ER program so it
waill always pay for some types of ER visits.

The Quality Payment Program improves Medicare by helping you focus on care quality and the one thing that
matters most — making patients healthier. The Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act of 2015
(MACRA) ended the Sustainable Growth Rate formula, which threatened clinicians participating in Medicare
with potential payment cliffs for 13 years. If you participate in Medicare Part B, you are part of the dedicated
team of clinicians who serve more than 55 million of the country’s most vulnerable Americans and the Quality
Payment Program will provide new tools and resources to help you give your patients the best possible
care.

Hospitals would be required to get written confirmation from homeless shelters before discharging patients to
those facilities under a bill recently introduced in the California State Senate. The bill, carried by Sen. Ed
Hernandez, D-Azusa, is designed to curb the practice known as hospital patient “dumping,” or discharging poor
people to the streets, shelters or other agencies incapable of caring for them.
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