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✓ CMS Innovation Center model 
(under section 1115A, other than a Health 

Care Innovation Award)

✓ MSSP (Medicare Shared Savings Program)

✓ Demonstration under the Health Care 

Quality Demonstration Program

✓ Demonstration required by federal law

As defined by 

MACRA, 

APMs 

include:

APMs are new approaches to paying for medical care through Medicare that 

incentivize quality and value.

What is an Alternative Payment Model 

(APM)?
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http://www.medscape.com/slideshow/compensation-2017-orthopedics-

6008580?src=wnl_physrep_170428_mscpmrk_comp2017&uac=229080MZ&impID=1336895&faf=1#13



Advanced APMs meet certain 

criteria.

✓ The APM requires participants 

to use certified EHR 

technology.

✓ The APM bases payment on 

quality measures comparable 

to those in the MIPS quality 

performance category.

✓ The APM either: (1) requires 

APM Entities to bear more than 

nominal financial risk for

monetary losses; OR (2) is a 

Medical Home Model 

expanded under CMMI 

authority.

As defined by MACRA, 

advanced APMs must meet 

the following criteria:



2017: Advanced APMs

 Comprehensive Care for Joint Replacement 
(CEHRT)

 Next Generation ACO

 Shared Savings Program Track 2

 Shared Savings Program Track 3

 Comprehensive ESRD

 Comprehensive Primary Care Plus

 Oncology Care Model



Advanced APM Requirements

1. Certified EHR Technology (CEHRT)

2. MIPS-comparable Quality Measures

3. “More than nominal” financial risk











Benefits:

1. Reimbursement

2. Avoiding MIPS reporting burden



Benefits:



Benefits:



Barriers

1. Requirement for high percentage of 

payments and/or patients in the APM 

model

2. Lack of viable models, particularly for 

non-TJR practices



Barriers



Partial Credit: MIPS APM







APMs & Ortho

 Bundles:  CJR, SHFFT

 Accountable Care Organizations

◦ Designed for primary care

◦ Seeing some activity

 Future Models

◦ Physician-Focused Payment Model Technical 

Advisory Committee (PTAC)

◦ ACS/Brandeis Episode Groupers

◦ On the horizon . . .





PTAC: Physician-focused payment 

model Technical Advisory Committee



ACS/Brandeis : American College of 

Surgeons, “Groupers”

https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/Value-Based-

Programs/MACRA-MIPS-and-APMs/Method-A-Technical.pdf



Beyond joint replacement 

ACS throws a broad 

net:



Beyond joint replacement 

But overwhelming 

with: 

 Trigger codes

 Relevant Services

 Relevant Diagnoses

 Sequelae

Episode and Sub-Category Name Subcategory Trigger CodeCode Type Trigger Code Description

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27700 CPT Arthroplasty, ankle;

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27702 CPT Arthroplasty, ankle; with implant (total ankle)

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27703 CPT Arthroplasty, ankle; revision, total ankle

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27720 CPT Repair of nonunion or malunion, tibia; without graft, (eg, compression technique)

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27722 CPT Repair of nonunion or malunion, tibia; with sliding graft

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27724 CPT Repair of nonunion or malunion, tibia; with iliac or other autograft (includes obtaining graft)

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27725 CPT Repair of nonunion or malunion, tibia; by synostosis, with fibula, any method

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27726 CPT Repair of fibula nonunion and/or malunion with internal fixation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27752 CPT Closed treatment of tibial shaft fracture (with or without fibular fracture); with manipulation, with or without skeletal traction

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27756 CPT Percutaneous skeletal fixation of tibial shaft fracture (with or without fibular fracture) (eg, pins or screws)

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27758 CPT Open treatment of tibial shaft fracture (with or without fibular fracture), with plate/screws, with or without cerclage

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27760 CPT Closed treatment of medial malleolus fracture; without manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27762 CPT Closed treatment of medial malleolus fracture; with manipulation, with or without skin or skeletal traction

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27766 CPT Open treatment of medial malleolus fracture, includes internal fixation, when performed

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27767 CPT Closed treatment of posterior malleolus fracture; without manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27768 CPT Closed treatment of posterior malleolus fracture; with manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27769 CPT Open treatment of posterior malleolus fracture, includes internal fixation, when performed

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27780 CPT Closed treatment of proximal fibula or shaft fracture; without manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27781 CPT Closed treatment of proximal fibula or shaft fracture; with manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27784 CPT Open treatment of proximal fibula or shaft fracture, includes internal fixation, when performed

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27786 CPT Closed treatment of distal fibular fracture (lateral malleolus); without manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27788 CPT Closed treatment of distal fibular fracture (lateral malleolus); with manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27792 CPT Open treatment of distal fibular fracture (lateral malleolus), includes internal fixation, when performed

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27808 CPT Closed treatment of bimalleolar ankle fracture (eg, lateral and medial malleoli, or lateral and posterior malleoli or medial and posterior malleoli); without manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27810 CPT Closed treatment of bimalleolar ankle fracture (eg, lateral and medial malleoli, or lateral and posterior malleoli or medial and posterior malleoli); with manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27814 CPT Open treatment of bimalleolar ankle fracture (eg, lateral and medial malleoli, or lateral and posterior malleoli, or medial and posterior malleoli), includes internal fixation, when performed

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27816 CPT Closed treatment of trimalleolar ankle fracture; without manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27818 CPT Closed treatment of trimalleolar ankle fracture; with manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27822 CPT Open treatment of trimalleolar ankle fracture, includes internal fixation, when performed, medial and/or lateral malleolus; without fixation of posterior lip

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27823 CPT Open treatment of trimalleolar ankle fracture, includes internal fixation, when performed, medial and/or lateral malleolus; with fixation of posterior lip

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27824 CPT Closed treatment of fracture of weight bearing articular portion of distal tibia (eg, pilon or tibial plafond), with or without anesthesia; without manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27825 CPT Closed treatment of fracture of weight bearing articular portion of distal tibia (eg, pilon or tibial plafond), with or without anesthesia; with skeletal traction and/or requiring manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27826 CPT Open treatment of fracture of weight bearing articular surface/portion of distal tibia (eg, pilon or tibial plafond), with internal fixation, when performed; of fibula only

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27827 CPT Open treatment of fracture of weight bearing articular surface/portion of distal tibia (eg, pilon or tibial plafond), with internal fixation, when performed; of tibia only

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27828 CPT Open treatment of fracture of weight bearing articular surface/portion of distal tibia (eg, pilon or tibial plafond), with internal fixation, when performed; of both tibia and fibula

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27829 CPT Open treatment of distal tibiofibular joint (syndesmosis) disruption, includes internal fixation, when performed

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27830 CPT Closed treatment of proximal tibiofibular joint dislocation; without anesthesia

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27831 CPT Closed treatment of proximal tibiofibular joint dislocation; requiring anesthesia

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27832 CPT Open treatment of proximal tibiofibular joint dislocation, includes internal fixation, when performed, or with excision of proximal fibula

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27840 CPT Closed treatment of ankle dislocation; without anesthesia

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27842 CPT Closed treatment of ankle dislocation; requiring anesthesia, with or without percutaneous skeletal fixation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27846 CPT Open treatment of ankle dislocation, with or without percutaneous skeletal fixation; without repair or internal fixation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27848 CPT Open treatment of ankle dislocation, with or without percutaneous skeletal fixation; with repair or internal or external fixation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)27860 CPT Manipulation of ankle under general anesthesia (includes application of traction or other fixation apparatus)

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28320 CPT Repair, nonunion or malunion; tarsal bones

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28322 CPT Repair, nonunion or malunion; metatarsal, with or without bone graft (includes obtaining graft)

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28400 CPT Closed treatment of calcaneal fracture; without manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28405 CPT Closed treatment of calcaneal fracture; with manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28406 CPT Percutaneous skeletal fixation of calcaneal fracture, with manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28415 CPT Open treatment of calcaneal fracture, includes internal fixation, when performed;

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28420 CPT Open treatment of calcaneal fracture, includes internal fixation, when performed; with primary iliac or other autogenous bone graft (includes obtaining graft)

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28430 CPT Closed treatment of talus fracture; without manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28435 CPT Closed treatment of talus fracture; with manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28436 CPT Percutaneous skeletal fixation of talus fracture, with manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28445 CPT Open treatment of talus fracture, includes internal fixation, when performed

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28450 CPT Treatment of tarsal bone fracture (except talus and calcaneus); without manipulation, each

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28455 CPT Treatment of tarsal bone fracture (except talus and calcaneus); with manipulation, each

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28456 CPT Percutaneous skeletal fixation of tarsal bone fracture (except talus and calcaneus), with manipulation, each

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28465 CPT Open treatment of tarsal bone fracture (except talus and calcaneus), includes internal fixation, when performed, each

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28470 CPT Closed treatment of metatarsal fracture; without manipulation, each

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28475 CPT Closed treatment of metatarsal fracture; with manipulation, each

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28476 CPT Percutaneous skeletal fixation of metatarsal fracture, with manipulation, each

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28485 CPT Open treatment of metatarsal fracture, includes internal fixation, when performed, each

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28490 CPT Closed treatment of fracture great toe, phalanx or phalanges; without manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28495 CPT Closed treatment of fracture great toe, phalanx or phalanges; with manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28496 CPT Percutaneous skeletal fixation of fracture great toe, phalanx or phalanges, with manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28505 CPT Open treatment of fracture, great toe, phalanx or phalanges, includes internal fixation, when performed

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28510 CPT Closed treatment of fracture, phalanx or phalanges, other than great toe; without manipulation, each

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28515 CPT Closed treatment of fracture, phalanx or phalanges, other than great toe; with manipulation, each

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28525 CPT Open treatment of fracture, phalanx or phalanges, other than great toe, includes internal fixation, when performed, each

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28531 CPT Open treatment of sesamoid fracture, with or without internal fixation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28540 CPT Closed treatment of tarsal bone dislocation, other than talotarsal; without anesthesia

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28545 CPT Closed treatment of tarsal bone dislocation, other than talotarsal; requiring anesthesia

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28546 CPT Percutaneous skeletal fixation of tarsal bone dislocation, other than talotarsal, with manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28555 CPT Open treatment of tarsal bone dislocation, includes internal fixation, when performed

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28570 CPT Closed treatment of talotarsal joint dislocation; without anesthesia

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28575 CPT Closed treatment of talotarsal joint dislocation; requiring anesthesia

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28576 CPT Percutaneous skeletal fixation of talotarsal joint dislocation, with manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28585 CPT Open treatment of talotarsal joint dislocation, includes internal fixation, when performed

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28600 CPT Closed treatment of tarsometatarsal joint dislocation; without anesthesia

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28605 CPT Closed treatment of tarsometatarsal joint dislocation; requiring anesthesia

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28606 CPT Percutaneous skeletal fixation of tarsometatarsal joint dislocation, with manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28615 CPT Open treatment of tarsometatarsal joint dislocation, includes internal fixation, when performed

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28630 CPT Closed treatment of metatarsophalangeal joint dislocation; without anesthesia

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28635 CPT Closed treatment of metatarsophalangeal joint dislocation; requiring anesthesia

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28636 CPT Percutaneous skeletal fixation of metatarsophalangeal joint dislocation, with manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28645 CPT Open treatment of metatarsophalangeal joint dislocation, includes internal fixation, when performed

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28660 CPT Closed treatment of interphalangeal joint dislocation; without anesthesia

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28665 CPT Closed treatment of interphalangeal joint dislocation; requiring anesthesia

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28666 CPT Percutaneous skeletal fixation of interphalangeal joint dislocation, with manipulation

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)28675 CPT Open treatment of interphalangeal joint dislocation, includes internal fixation, when performed

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)29855 CPT Arthroscopically aided treatment of tibial fracture, proximal (plateau); unicondylar, includes internal fixation, when performed (includes arthroscopy)

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)29856 CPT Arthroscopically aided treatment of tibial fracture, proximal (plateau); bicondylar, includes internal fixation, when performed (includes arthroscopy)

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)7787 ICD_PR Other partial ostectomy, tibia and fibula

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)7817 ICD_PR Application of external fixator device, tibia and fibula

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)7857 ICD_PR Internal fixation of bone without fracture reduction, tibia and fibula

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)7906 ICD_PR Closed reduction of fracture without internal fixation, tibia and fibula

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)7907 ICD_PR Closed reduction of fracture without internal fixation, tarsals and metatarsals

Fracture/dislocation treatment lower leg/ankle/footPx - ortho - treat fx/disloc - lower leg/ankle/foot (tx_epi_yes)7936 ICD_PR Open reduction of fracture with internal fixation, tibia and fibula



APMs on the horizon?

AAOS Health Care Systems Committee & 

Performance Measures Committee working 

on it:

◦ Start with appropriate quality measures (e.g. Hip 

fracture, Arthritis Pain & Function)

◦ Streamline reporting:  claims data, PROMs 

within EHR/registries

◦ CEHRT 

◦ Reasonable financial risk



Alexandra (Alexe) Page, M.D.

alexe.page@gmail.com
(619) 840 8973

Musculoskeletal 
Health Care Solutions

mailto:alexe.page@gmail.com


https://qpp.cms.gov/learn/getprepared







APMs (Alternative Payment Models) and Advanced 

APMs

APMs new Medicare Reimbursement Models

◦ 2019-2024 — some participating health care 
providers paid a lump-sum incentive payment

◦ Increased transparency of physician-focused payment 
models

◦ 2026 — some participating health care providers 
higher annual payments.

Examples

◦ Accountable Care Organizations (ACOs)

◦ Patient Centered Medical Homes

◦ Bundled payment models



American College of Surgeons 

(ACS) /Brandeis : “Episode 

Groupers”

Opportunities

 Groupers:  “Bundles 

of bundles”

 Comprehensive

 Option for broader 

procedure and 

diagnosis inclusion

 Opportunity for risk 

adjustment

Barriers & 

Challenges
 Complex

 Attribution/ 

Assignment

 Relationship to 

payment not clear

 Development 

resource-intensive



APMs (Alternative Payment Models) and 

Advanced APMs

Advanced APMs criteria:

• The aAPM requires the use of certified EHR
technology. 

• APM bases payment on quality measures comparable 
to those in the MIPS.

• The aAPM either: 
➢ Requires aAPM Entities to bear more than nominal 

financial risk for monetary losses; or

➢ Is a Medical Home Model expanded under CMMI authority. 

• Qualifying Participants (QPs) 
➢ Excluded from MIPS &

➢ Receive a 5% lump sum bonus (2019-2024) and higher FS updates 
2026 onward.




